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	Our Core Purpose
	The Edge Curriculum INTENT



	Safe
	Harm Prevention

[image: image1.jpg]




	· Careful analysis of our locality, its risks to young people and the response to patterns and emerging trends identified through careful monitoring of safeguarding concerns data. 

· The role and continual review of the safeguarding curriculum at the Edge comprising of Lifeskills (PSHE), daily tutor time programme, weekly assembly schedule, programme of visiting external delivery, themed days/events, awareness days events to include specifically the teaching online safety in schools and Sex and Relationships education (compulsory from 2020).

	
	Risk Taking
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	· Positive mindset development and the nurturing of calculated positive risk taking is crucial to developing a high challenge, low threat environment where all young people feel secure learners. 

· The importance of challenging aspirations and realistic CEIAG are crucial tools to engagement of the wider academic offer at the Edge. This is achieved through the central offer of work-related learning opportunities to all students and immersion in post-16 learning provision events and independent guidance. 



	
	Positive Welfare


	· The preparation of our young people to manage as adults with post-school stress and demands to support young people’s mental health. The acknowledgment of relatively low-starting points of individual resilience from education experiences and the planned provision for opportunities to be successful.

· The role and continual review of the safeguarding curriculum at the Edge comprising of Lifeskills (PSHE), daily tutor time programme, weekly assembly schedule, programme of visiting external delivery, themed days/events, awareness days and events to include specifically the teaching online safety in schools and Sex and Relationships education (compulsory from 2020).

	Ready
	Knowledge and Skills
	· Equipping our young people to have experienced threshold concepts, subject specific enrichment and key knowledge and skills in literacy and numeracy by the time they leave our school. 

· An environment that cultivates the individual growth of identified knowledge and skills and through informed planning and the opportunities to apply the acquired knowledge and skills.

· Ensuring that there is depth and breadth in the Edge curriculum offer across key stages and subject sequencing to certify that we are ‘spiralling’ knowledge and skill across the years, in order to support progression.
· An effective and inspiring experience of CEIAG provision drawing on a broad diet of post-16 learner pathways, providers, effective bespoke guidance and a core offer of work related learning opportunities for all. 

	
	Assessment


	· Rigorous review and professional reflection to challenge why are we assessing young people and for what purpose to measure against realistic targets.

· Accountability at classroom and subject levels for how do you use the assessment, what methods do we use to assess, how assessments are linked to personal improvement feedback and then subsequently how do such assessments impact on future teaching and learning.

	
	Progression


	· Harnessing and building real value in the significant underpinning factors of literacy and reading to all progression and sequencing this as a core value of our provision.

· Creating and sharing information to inform teachers and students themselves to know that progress is taking place for all learners in all subjects 

· Recognition and acknowledgement that progress may not be the same for all abilities and groups but is supportive a truly individualised pathway to achievement built on the concept of equity. Where FAIR does not mean everyone gets the same thing, but FAIR at the Edge means everyone gets what they need to be successful in the classroom.

	Respectful
	Cultural Capital
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	· The Edge Pledge – experience is not less, it is more. Education is bigger than schooling.  The promise to deliver or provide that is focussed, definite and our guarantee.
· Strategically mapped and sequenced model of educational of visits in response to student council input and identified gaps in individuals’ life experiences.  Central to this is the evolution to offer a high-quality two-hour enrichment session every Friday afternoon featuring a variety of “small group” on-site and off-site activities to support the holistic curriculum offer.

· Planning and provision in all our subject areas and from all adult roles to enhance the life experience and opportunities for our young people.

· The high-profile celebration for our young people of their local area, heritage and identity and to embrace and recognise what does it mean to be a ‘Brummie’.

	
	Tolerance & Equity
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	· Teaching kindness and compassion at The Edge, not only fosters the positive behaviour that creates warm and inclusive school environments, but helps children feel that they belong, leading to reduced bullying.
· Collaborative mapped provision with other agencies and voluntary organisations to enhance community cohesion. 
· Recognition of the value of family learning opportunities and embracing individual differences through culture and faith.
· Fostering empathy to build trust, with trust comes respect. There is genuine power in kindness, compassion and patience. For many learners, kindness may the one true trait that they look for in a teacher.  



	
	Kindness


	· A fundamental kindness-based programme in school that embeds a discrete culture of kindness in an environment where kindness has not necessarily been seen, modelled or experienced. Our mantra of being ‘relentlessly reasonable’ attempts to harness that;

· Feelings of joyfulness are contagious, encouraging more kind behaviour by the giver and recipient.

· Research has determined that kindness increases our ability to form meaningful connections with others and even small acts of kindness are reported to heighten our sense of wellbeing, increase energy and give a wonderful feeling of optimism and self-worth.

· Our young people being part of projects that help others, provides them with a real sense of perspective and helps them appreciate the things in their own lives reinforcing that kindness is a key ingredient that helps children feel good. 


SAFE





RESPECTFUL





READY





Science





How can science support our learners to be RESPECTFUL?


Science at The Edge Academy is planned to develop and encourage a ‘can do’ mind set in learners and staff by ensuring that the curriculum is relevant and accessible to all whilst providing appropriate stretch and challenge at every stage. Pupils will leave The Edge Academy with an appropriate range of qualifications in science that allow them to make positive choices in preparation for adulthood, therefore building self-respect and respect for the community. Pupils have access to specialist scientific equipment during practical investigations and are encouraged to respect the equipment, their peers and Pets as Learning Support (PALS). 














How can science support our learners to be READY?


Pupils follow the relevant curriculum for their Key Stage. This means that if they return to a mainstream school or other provision their knowledge can be transferred. They are regularly assessed so that their curriculum can be mapped appropriately.














How can science support our learners to be SAFE?


Pupils are encouraged to develop lab safety skills when accessing practical elements of the science curriculum. They have access to a wide range of specialist scientific equipment and gain experience in assessing risks when using this independently. The importance of having a positive mind-set and taking calculated risks is encouraged and forms an integral part of science lessons.  














Why is science important to our learners at The Edge Academy?


The provision of a broad and balanced science curriculum at The Edge Academy involves more than the coverage of the National Curriculum outcomes relating to the areas of biology, chemistry and physics. It also encompasses experiences of cultural capital as well as social, moral, spiritual and cultural experiences with knowledge of democracy and the rule of law that are vital to our learners. Science encourages learners to question how the world works and to develop an understanding of the important issues facing us. It allows learners to explore and discover the world in a safe environment and understand the importance of scientific development of improving our lives. 











Why do we follow the current science course/examination board with our learners at The Edge Academy?


At The Edge Academy the Science examination board is Pearson’s Edexcel, who offer curriculum and assessment material with simple language which is accessible to our learners. The curriculum studied includes three big ideas in each of Biology (cells and cellular processes, biological systems for life, organisms and their interactions with the environment), Chemistry (materials and their properties, chemical changes, our earth and its atmosphere) and Physics (energy, forces and fields, matter and materials). The journey of learning from Year 7 through to Year 11 aims to develop a broad, rich and rigorous understanding of the world around us that stretches and challenges whilst aiming to foster an attitude of mastery. The three big ideas in each subject are developed each year and are always referred to in the content and details to show how the learning links to the bigger picture. 


In Key Stage 3, learners are able to develop skills of investigating and reporting as well as applying the skills and knowledge gained to address more complex and abstract scientific issues and ideas. Learners will aim to complete an Entry Level certificate by the end of Key Stage. Students with more severe learning difficulties and those who struggle to engage with the more traditional model of learning will follow an individually tailored programme of learning. This modified National Curriculum is planned to meet the needs of each pupil as an individual learner and will include accessing AQA Unit Awards at Level 1 and Entry Level in topics such as Animal Care and Husbandry.


At Key Stage 4, leaners will further develop and apply the skills and knowledge gained at Key Stage 3 and will be entered for GCSE 9-1 Biology at the end of Year 10. In Year 11, a range of qualifications will be available which include a re-take of Biology, GCSE 9-1 Chemistry or GCSE Combined Science dependent on the individual needs of the learner.











What barriers to science are there to overcome for our learners at The Edge Academy?


In science we understand that having a wide vocabulary and good reading skills are crucial for our learners to be able to access all aspects of the curriculum. This is supported by the provision of online resources and access to varied reading materials. Due to poor prior experiences it is important that students are re-engaged in their scientific learning which is supported by Pets as Learning Support (PALS), STEM club, trips and exploring future career paths via Skills Builder.











What inspired your passion for science as a teacher and curriculum leader?


The importance of education was made paramount to me from a young age by my Nan who emigrated to the UK from Jamaica as part of the Windrush generation to work in the NHS. A natural curiosity to understand the world around me and a fascination with asking the question ‘why?’ led me to be encouraged to seek answers independently and further research various topics of interest such as animals and the human body. This inspired my passion for science, animals and the world around me.




















Where can science lead our learners to in their aspirations and lives ahead?


The science curriculum pathway promotes success for all students by ensuring an appropriate and fully differentiated journey for all learners prioritising progression. Learners will have a good understanding of the world around them, allowing them to be more inclusive members of their communities. Students will leave with a range of Level 1 and 2 qualifications in Science as well as essential skills gained via STEM Club, practical learning and Pets as Learning Support. Qualifications and transferrable skills gained over the course of their studies will provide learners with enhanced self-esteem and improve prospects for further education.








How in light of COVID-19 school closures impact, have you modified or reprioritised your subject programmes of study?


Online videos have been created focusing on Assessment Objective (AO) 2 and AO3 skills, whereby candidates will need to analyse information and use it to interpret, evaluate and draw conclusions using their understanding of the underlying science. As there is a requirement for analysis of information, questions will have a stimulus for candidates to work from such as data, a graph or text. AO2 and AO3 skills account for 60% of the final grade of Key Stage 4 and have therefore been prioritised and introduced early at Key Stage 3. Science AO1 questions are based on knowledge and understanding of both theory from the specification and the core practical. Home learning work packs focused on AO1 knowledge have been assigned for both Key Stage 3 and 4.








