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Remote Education Information
The Edge Academy 


Information for Students, Parents and Carers
The information contained in this summary document is to help explain what remote education looks like at The Edge Academy during national or local restriction when some parts of cohorts may need to stay at home. This has been updated in January 2021 ahead of the next scheduled full review of our Remote Learning Policy. 
The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home
A student’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.
What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being sent home?
When students are sent home straight away, they will be given a physical paper work pack to complete independently at home. They can also immediately access the online resources outlined later in this document. 
Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school?
· We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate. All students receive physical work packs covering the following subjects: English, Mathematics, Science, Art, Catering, Life Skills, Project Work and Humanities (Key Stage 3) and Media Studies (Key Stage 4).
· Online recorded lessons in each subject are available on YouTube for all to access.
· Further literacy and numeracy intervention packs are given to those students who have a reading age of ten and under and who are supported by our literacy support assistant in school.
Remote teaching and study time each day 
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 5 hours.
Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?
We appreciate that not all of our students have access to laptops, PCs or the internet hence why we have given all students a physical work pack to cover the current curriculum we are teaching.
If your child has got access to the internet, these are the following ways they can access online learning:
· The Edge Academy website. Access to all subject areas and a wide variety of tasks which can be completed.
· YouTube – Type in “The Edge Academy”. Students in each key stage can access one hour of online tuition daily. A timetable is available on the website and in physical work packs.
· On The Edge Academy website, click on Digital Online resources Jan 2021 to take you to the website addresses for every subject which have up to date relevant information related to what you are learning.
· The Oak National Academy. Type The Oak National Academy into your search engine. Click on the word Lessons under the word Pupils. Click on Find Lessons. Click on Key Stage 3 (Years 8 or 9) or Key Stage 4 (Years 10 or 11) depending on the year group you are in. Click on the subject you want to learn. Click on the title of the area of focus.
· BBC Bitesize (Years 7-9) Type BBC Bitesize into your search engine. Click on the Learning at Home image. Click on the year group you are in. Click on the subject you will study. Click on the topic you will study.
· Seneca Distance Learning. Type Seneca into your search engine. Click on students, use for free,
· Music taught by the Services for Education staff. Singing and guitar lessons available online for those students who started lessons in September 2021.
If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote education?
Our Vice Principal recently completed a survey with students and gained knowledge of who has and hasn’t got access to PCs and laptops. We take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
We have received six laptops from the DfE, through the funding pots available, which will be assigned to students. These were decided upon through parental requests and evaluation of need during safeguarding meetings. 
We also have access to a limited quantity of Ipads, which we will loan out to students if needed. Parents/carers can access the loan of IPads by talking to staff who complete twice-weekly safeguarding phone calls.
Those households which have needed further access to data have been supported and given help. Please speak to those staff who call you if you need further support in this area.
All physical work packs, bespoke to individual need, are taken to students’ homes on a fortnightly basis. These packs include stationery and exercise books to complete tasks in.
Completed work is collected from students’ homes when the next physical work pack is dropped off. This work is then assessed so students can understand, know and do more.
How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:
· Recorded teaching – five lessons per week, per key stage on YouTube.
· Access to recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio recordings made by teachers).
· Printed physical paper packs produced by teachers on a fortnightly basis including 10 hours of learning in each work pack. (e.g. workbooks, worksheets).
· Textbooks and reading books pupils have at home.
· Website addresses provided: Digital Online resources available through the Home Learning page of The Edge Academy website. 
· Online assemblies delivered weekly.
· Live masterclass cookery lessons to be taught periodically. 
· Work Related Learning: Southside and Envirohort
Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers should provide at home?
The expectation is that your child completes five hours of home tuition daily in the subject areas outlined above. Students can use the physical work packs provided, watch the online YouTube lesson or participate in any of the online learning platforms. They can also read any books they have at home too.
We appreciate it is a difficult and challenging time currently. We would like you to find a space where your child can work in a focused manner to complete the tasks set. As long at the work is completed, we do not mind how your child completes the work. We know that if they are happy in the environment they are in, they will thrive. 
How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if there are concerns?
You currently receive two phone calls a week to check on the safety of your child and how they are engaging with their work. If you have any concerns with the work set or need further tasks, please tell the member of staff who will pass this on to the relevant subject leader. We will then get the work to you as soon as possible. 
Every time we bring a physical work pack to you (fortnightly), we will collect the previous work to mark and assess it. We will contact your child to provide feedback stating what they have done well and what they can do to improve and develop.
How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual students. Our approach to feeding back on student work is as follows:
Formative assessment will be used to assess the work students have completed in booklets and exercise books. We will mark all booklets and give feedback in relation to what has been completed. 
If there is an area for development, a ‘close the gap’ task will be set to further knowledge and understanding. 
Students will receive feedback on a fortnightly basis. If there are any concerns, the staff member who calls twice a week will feed this back immediately.
The direct school e-mail addresses for all teaching staff are also clearly published on the “Home Learning” section of the school website- we have written home to all families in January to encourage students to e-mail their teachers if they have any additional work that needs marking or if they require any further assistance. 
Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
· The SENCO will be available for you to contact via email or telephone.
· A member of staff will call you to try to help or add clarity. This is in addition to the two phone calls a week.
· A member of staff will come to the home and show you how to use a piece of technology or how to access an online learning platform.
Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.
If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education differ from the approaches described above? 
Students will be given a physical work pack of all subjects to complete at home which covers the work being completed in school. Parents, carers or students can contact the school to discuss any of the work, if needed. 
Work will be collected and marked so that new tasks can be set or further explanation be given.
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