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Children and online safety away from school and college  
It is important that all staff who interact with children, including online, continue to look out for signs a child may be at risk. Any such concerns should be dealt with as per the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and where appropriate referrals should still be made to children’s social care and as required, the police.  
Online teaching should follow the same principles as set out in The Edge Academy Adult Behaviour Policy.   

The Edge Academy will ensure any use of online learning tools and systems is in line with privacy and data protection/GDPR requirements.  Below are some things to consider when delivering virtual lessons, especially where webcams are involved:  
• No 1:1s, groups only.
• Staff and children must wear suitable clothing, as should anyone else in the household. 
• Any computers used should be in appropriate areas, for example, not in bedrooms; and the background should be blurred. 
• Any live class should be recorded so that if any issues were to arise, the video can be reviewed. 
• Live classes should be kept to a reasonable length of time, or the streaming may prevent the family ‘getting on’ with their day. 
• Language must be professional and appropriate, including any family members in the background. 
• Staff must only use platforms provided by The Edge Academy to communicate with pupils.
• Staff should record the length, time, date and attendance of any sessions held.   

Supporting children not in school  
The Edge Academy is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all its children and young people.   
Where the DSL has identified a child to be on the edge of social care support, or who would normally receive pastoral-type support in school, they should ensure that a robust communication plan is in place for that child or young person.   
Details of this plan must be recorded on MyConcern, as should a record of contact that has been made.   The communication plans can include: remote contact, phone contact and/or door-step visits. Other individualised contact methods should be considered and recorded.   
The Edge Academy and its DSL will work closely with all stakeholders to maximise the effectiveness of any communication plan.   
This plan must be reviewed regularly (at least once a fortnight) and where concerns arise, the DSL will consider any referrals as appropriate.   
The Edge Academy will share safeguarding messages on its website and social media pages.   The Edge Academy recognises that school is a protective factor for children and young people, and the current circumstances can affect the mental health of pupils and their parents/carers. Teachers at The Edge Academy need to be aware of this in setting expectations of pupils’ work when they are at home.   
The Edge Academy will ensure that where we care for children of critical workers and vulnerable children off site, we ensure appropriate support is in place for them. This will be bespoke to each child and recorded on MyConcern.    

Supporting children in school 

The Edge Academy is committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all its students.   
The Edge Academy will continue to be a safe space for all children to attend and flourish. The Principal will ensure that appropriate staff are on site and staff to pupil ratio numbers are appropriate, to maximise safety.   
The Edge Academy will refer to the Government guidance for education and childcare settings on how to implement social distancing and continue to follow the advice from Public Health England on handwashing and other measures to limit the risk of spread of COVID19.  
The Edge Academy will ensure that where we care for children of critical workers and vulnerable children on site, we ensure appropriate support is in place for them. This will be bespoke to each child and recorded on MyConcern.   
Where The Edge Academy has concerns about the impact of staff absence – such as our Designated Safeguarding Lead or first aiders – it will be discussed immediately with the Chair of Governors.  
