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Ternary Form
A piece of Music in Ternary Form is in 3 sections
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	First Idea


Ends in the main key and usually on a perfect cadence – finished sound


	Contrasting Section


Modulates to a related key, then sometimes goes back to tonic at end of section
	First Idea


Can be the same or slightly varied – e.g ornaments, rhythm etc


Each section is repeated so it looks like this – AABBAA
· In the Baroque Period, Arias were often in Ternary Form, sometimes known as ‘Da Capo Aria’, taken from ‘da capo al fine’ which means go back to the beginning and play to the end. 

Example Composer: Handel


· In the Classical Period, the 2nd movement in a symphony was often in ternary form.  The 3rd Movement was a ‘Minuet and Trio’.  The Minuet and Trio are also in Ternary Form, with the trio in a related key.  

Example Composer – Haydn

· In the Romantic Period, composers used Ternary form as a means to create a contrasting mood in their piece. For example, section B could have a contrast in: 
Tempo

Tonality

Dynamics

Texture

Expression

Example Composer: Chopin
Remember – Ternary form is like a sandwich, with the bread on both sides and the filling in the middle.











