Musical Theatre
1700’s – present!
Musical Theatre can be traced back to the time of ancient Greece, where stories and morality plays were acted out for entertainment.  Over the last 300 years or so the  musical has gradually evolved from many different types of entertainment, musical and non-musical.
Types of Musical
Vaudeville and Burlesque –
· Vaudeville was popular in 1700’s.  
· It used popular songs borrowed from other works but with new, comical words.  This was to shock the audience. E.g. of Vaudeville is ‘The Beggar’s Opera’ John Gay.

· Burlesque was similar in form to Vaudeville but was a little more reserved and classical. 
·  It was often a parody of other plays
Opéra-bouffe and Operetta – 
· Opéra-bouffe, (comic opera), popular from 1870 until the end of the 1st World War.
·  Some are still performed today.  
· The Music was specially composed rather than borrowed from previous works.  
· The style was a light opera and also had spoken dialogue.  E.g. ‘Orpheous in the underworld’  by Jacques Offenbach.  More familiar will be Gilbert and Sullivan! (Pirates of Penzance)
· Operetta was a light opera. 
·  Full of 19th Century Romanticism.  There was a significant cross over between the two types of opera.  
· Operetta is seen as a development of Opéra-bouffe.
Musical Theatre in America
Extravaganzas – A form of entertainment like a variety show, including singing, dancing, acting, magic etc.  Particularly popular in USA from 1860 – 1900

Minstrelsy – A form of entertainment popular in late 1800’s.  White people were made to ‘black up’ and imitate black people in a parody, exaggerating character traits.  It also poked fun at the rich.  The rise of the civil rights movement and political correctness meant that this died away.

Melodramas – Stage plays where dialogue replaced songs but music was used to accompany scenes and add dramatic affects.
The rise of Musical Theatre in 20th Century

Broadway – The rise of the Musical in 20th Century was led by America.  Popular forms of European Music were included into the Broadway Musicals and lots of very famous musicals were formed.  
· A very famous duo to produce musicals were Rogers and Hammerstein in the first half of the 20th century, including Oklahoma in 1943, Carousel  in 1945, South Pacific 1949, The King and I 1951, The Sound of Music 1959.  
· Others were Irving Berlin – Annie Get your Gun and Cole Porter Anything Goes and Kiss me Kate.  
West End Musicals – Oliver by Lionel Bart revived the British Musical in 1960.  
· Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice changed the face of Musical Theatre in Britain.  Their first success was Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat in 1968.  Others included Jesus Christ Superstar and Evita.   
· Webber then worked with others to create musicals like Cats, Starlight Express, and Phantom of the Opera.

Rock Operas – Alongside the Lloyd Webber Musicals were a genre of Rock inspired works.  Jesus Christ Superstar fell into this category as well, which was in 1971. 
· Other rock musicals included Tommy by the Who in 1969, The Rocky Horror Picture Show by Richard O’Brien in 1973, Grease in 1978, The Little Shop of Horrors in 1986, and Rent in 1996.  
· More recently there have been Musicals featuring Rock songs such as Mamma Mia and We Will Rock You.  
Styles and Forms found in Musicals
· Many styles are found in Musicals, including popular Music of today, Classical Music, Jazz and Blues, Rock and Roll etc.  
· The forms used are directly from the methods that have been used for around 300 years in Opera.  For example, Solo Aria (Solo Song), Duets, Trios, quartets, quintets etc, Choruses and Dance numbers.
Other Influential figures in Musical Theatre
Kander and Ebb (1960’s – 2000) – Cabaret, Chicago
Stephen Sondheim (1950’s – 2000) – Follies, Sweeney Todd, lyrics for West Side Story!
Leonard Bernstein, born in 1918 – 1990 – He was a talented Pianist, Composer, Broadcaster and Conductor







