

 
Minimalism





What is Minimalism?


It is made up of constantly repeating patterns called Loops.  


The patterns are short and simple. But the music can get quite complicated when they are put together.


The harmonies and rhythms take a long time to change – generally one note or one beat at a time.


At first glance the music can all look the same.  You have to look closely to see the minor changes








When did it develop?  


1960 – 1970’s








Some techniques for changing the patterns


Additive Melody – Adding notes one at a time in to a motif, or adding rests. OR taking notes away


Metamorphosis – Notes in a pattern change over time.


Phase shifting – Performers play the same pattern, then one adds a note or rest so that the pattern moves out of sync


Layering – Layering patterns of different lengths on top of each other


Augmentation or Diminution – doubling or halving note values


Polyrhythms – many different rhythms layered over each other, played at the same time











What are its influences from around the world? 


West African complex rhythms  - more important than tune (polyrhythm)


Gamelan – from Indonesia – layering same tune at different times (Layering)/ music can last for as long as days / no harmony used at all


Indian Drone – play same harmony all through / rhythm loops round over and over again (Looping)











Some Characteristics of Minimalism


Cells – Cells can be used instead of bars.  It can be up to the performer how long they stay on one cell


Different sounds – Composers did not just use traditional instruments, they also used sample sounds.  It can also be purely rhythmical





Example Composers


USA – Steve Reich, Terry Riley, La Monte Young


Europe – Michael Nyman, Henryck Gorecki, Arvo Part











