Club Dance Music 
A brief History

Most Dance Music today uses Electronic Music – which is any Music that uses electronic devices or instruments to create and alter sounds used in the Music.  Most Club Dance Music has electronic influences.  Electronic Dance Music is played in clubs.  There are so many different types of Dance Music and some of the sub-groups are hard to recognize.  Club Dance covers music like House, Techno, Trance, Ambient.
Key Features
· Rock songs became a way of expressing yourself
· Lyrics often came from themes such as Religion, protest songs, personal experiences of love….

· These songs had themes and even told stories.  E.g. Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody.  This lasted 6 minutes, did not have a chorus and was made up of unrelated sections – slow ballad, guitar solo, operatic section and heavy rock.

· Pink Floyd’s album The Dark Side of the Moon has a theme that links all of the tracks – called a Concept album

· The more rock developed, the fewer rules it followed.  Songs could be any length, have any chord pattern, or none!  Any instruments could be used and lyrics could be about anything
· Costumes were often worn to help to express what the Musicians wanted to.
· Led Zeppelin, David Bowie and Bob Dylan all used influences of Folk Music in their Rock songs – there was a folk revival in the 1950’s.
· Bob Dylan also famous for Protest songs e.g. Blowin’ in the Wind- anti-war song
1990’s Rock!
· Powerful guitars and Power chords – Chords with the 3rd missing.
· 1990’s rock Music was fused with other types of Music – grunge, punk and funk
· Songs about conversational topics e.g. Drugs, mental illnesses.  They also contained swearing
· At the same time, Hip hop (M.C Hammer) Rap (Snoop Doggy Dog) and Dance Music were also rife.  
· Most Music and Bands were Guitar Orientated
· Brit pop also developed in the 1990’s – Oasis, Blur and later Take That, Spice Girls etc
The Music Industry

The Music industry has a massive influence and impact on what we hear, determined by what they think they will sell.  This was the case even in the Classical days.  If composers did not produce Music that would impress the patron and convince them they could make a profit, they would not be published.

Record companies employ people to spot and find talent and to also find out what the public want to hear.  They like the artists to fit into a clear category so the buyer knows what they are looking for / buying.  E.g. Heavy Rock, Grunge, Punk, Cool jazz etc.  This also means they can market the product more effectively and target the appropriate audience.

The emphasis on marketing and the Music industry has had a huge impact on the way Music is written and recorded.

Pop / Rock Ballads

· Ballads tell a story
· They have been around since the 15th Century!  It is the type of thing that was sung by wandering Minstrels
· Modern Pop and Rock Ballads are often slow and sad and tell a kind of Love story.
· Song writers sometimes like to put a twist at the end to keep people listening
· A rock Ballad would be accompanied by heavy drums and amplified guitars
· A folk Ballad would be played on an acoustic guitar
· Emotional and slow Ballads by boy/girl bands like Take That and the Spice Girls were massive in 1990’s Pop.  Ballads were the perfect song type to get teenagers to fall in love with the bands!
· Singer-songwriters write lots of Ballads, accompanying themselves on Piano or Guitar.  The style can be very different e.g. Bob Dylan – Blowin in the wind – Anti-war, accompanied by acoustic guitar; Sting – Seven Days, Jazzy Ballad backed by a band; Kate Bush wrote a Ballad based on a book Wuthering Heights, singing in a ghostly manner
· A Huge fan of writing Ballads is Elton John, using Jazz, Soul, Folk influences with different singing styles and accompanying instruments.  Listen to come of his work – your parents will like it!
· The accompaniment always compliments the voice – this is very important
Structure
· Most Pop songs or Ballads have a Verse/ Chorus structure.  Usually there is an introduction, followed by Verse/Chorus/Verse/Chorus
· Each verse has the same tune but different lyrics
· The chorus has a different tune from the verse, usually quite catchy, but the lyrics don’t generally change
· In allot of songs, the verses and choruses are 8 or 16 bars long.
· The songs usually end with a Coda or Outro – to finish it off
· Sometimes a Middle 8 or a bridge is added to give a break between the Verse/Chorus structure.  It is an 8 bar section in the middle of a song with different chords, sometimes different lyrics, or just instrumental, to give it a new feel.
· Towards the end of a song, some Ballads have a modulation, which gives an uplifting feel.
The lead singer always sings the main tune. 

The Backing singers sing the harmonies – in harmony i.e. singing a different pitch to complement the tune, in Unison which is the same as the lead, Descant, which is a higher tune over the top, or Call and response, Answering the lead singer with a phrase.
 There is more than one way to sing.  Use these words to describe singers

A Capella – Singing with no accompaniment or instrumental backing

Vibrato - When the singer allows their voice to move up and down very slightly in pitch (wobbly) to sound more expressive

Falsetto – When male singers sing really high – like Justin Timberlake.  The voice often sounds lighter

Portamento – When a singer slides from one note to another

Riffing – When the singer adds buts and decorates the tune, usually at the end of phrases, between sections or at the end of the song.  E.g. Beyoncé, Mariah Carey.






