Classical Music
1750 - 1825
A deliberate move away from highly decorated and ornate Baroque characteristics.  Music from this period echoes architecture of a clear cut and balanced structure, with a huge use of symmetry.  Composers strived to create Music of Beauty
KEY FEATURES

· Simpler textures, often Homophonic – Melody and accompaniment became the standard.  Polyphonic/ monophonic used for specific purposes
· Simpler melodies - repetition and even phrases with lots of ‘question and answer’ structures.

· The Piano – ability to produce lots of dynamics, became most important solo instrument for Classical composers

· Symphony developed as a musical structure – huge orchestral works
· Piano sonatas – Work for solo instrument and piano
· Simple two and three part forms became building blocks for all Classical forms

· String quartets – Two violins, viola and cello

· Sonata form invented
· More contrast  within a piece- dynamics, keys, tunes, rhythms, 
Classical Orchestra
Strings, flutes, oboes, clarinets, bassoons, trumpets, horns, piano –much larger orchestra with better developed instruments.  Woodwind becomes a self contained section
Listen out for,
· Classical symphony orchestra – strings, woodwind, brass and timpani
· String quartets

· Graceful, clear cut melodies with clearly marked phrases
· Pleasant harmonies

· Solo concertos – soloist plus orchestra

· Alberti bass – Split chordal accompaniment

Famous composers

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-91)
Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770 – 1827)







