Leonard Bernstein, ‘Something’s Coming’ from West Side Story
Written in: 1958, a time when Musicals were growing increasingly popular, particularly in America and Britain.  West Side Story made Bernstein extremely famous and was his most successful Musical.  It was cutting edge when compared to other musicals up to this time.  Leonard Bernstein is like the Godfather of the Modern Musical!  
Instrumentation: Huge Orchestra – 31 piece including woodwind, brass, string, percussion, guitar and piano!  The singer is a Tenor
Structure and Tonality
It does not follow a conventional verse – chorus structure, but has several Musical ideas and sections that recur.

The piece is in D Major, with lots of dissonances and blue notes / scales.  The key does move around throughout the piece.  The harmony used in the song is very much Jazz influenced with added notes such as the 7th, 9th and 11th.  We must not forget the use of the tritone too!
	Part of song
	Length

	Introduction
	Bars 1-3 (3 is repeated ad lib)

	Section A
	Bars 4-39

	Section B
	Bars 40-105

	Section B1
	Bars 106-140 (shortened version of B)

	Section A1
	Bars 141-157 (shortened version of A)

	Outro
	Bar 158 is a slow fade out


Features and Key Musical Elements in the Song

· Used Ideas from Opera, Music Hall and Latin and American Dances/ rhythms

· Jazz and Classical Music idioms

· Mambo and Cha cha are used

· Jazz based harmony – adding Blue notes  and other dissonances

· Syncopated rhythms infused the music, including ‘Push’ rhythm anticipating the beat

· The motif – the interval of a Tritone – e.g. G sharp to D.  this interval is known as the devil in Music, representing sinister and evil moods

· Huge use of short riffs

· Cross Rhythms
· Layered textures of separate parts 
· A combination of short and snappy phrases and long sustained notes.












