Areas of study
Area of study 1 – Western classical Music 1600 – 1899

This touches on just less than 300 years of music History. During this time musical styles and conventions changed rapidly.

The invention and growth of instruments took place here along with the formation of standard ensembles.  E.g. orchestra, string quartet etc.  Musical structures were also established e.g. orchestral symphony, solo sonata, concerto for soloist and orchestra as well as vocal forms like opera and cantata.

Area of study 2 – Music in the 20th Century

More development in the diversity of musical styles than ever.  Composers reacted to the emotionalism or indulgences of the Romantic era in different ways, leading to the birth of new styles.  It also saw the birth of popular music in different genres as well as music generated using new forms of technology, such as electronic and experimental music, in addition to numerous different forms of dance music, which are still evolving today

Area of study 3 – Popular Music in context

The term ‘Popular Music’ can be a little confusing.  It is not a genre in itself.  It describes Music that allot of people like, or is ‘popular’!  Popular Music can come from any genre, and will usually be popular because of features like good hook lines, good melodies etc, things that make songs sellable and memorable!  Record companies are the most powerful entities in the Popular Music industry, spending millions of pounds on bands and artists that they hope will make money from music sales and concerts!  
Area of study 4 – World Music

This area of study looks at aspects of Music from other countries, cultures and traditions.  This is the biggest subject and therefore only touches on a few areas.

We will look at Indian, African and Celtic fusion traditions.
