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The Edge Academy in Northfield was delighted to host the grand opening of its library last night. The event was attended by staff from The Edge and partner schools, students, governors (including chair of Governors Ruth Harker), neighbours and other members of the community. The library was officially opened by local celebrity Casey Bailey, who also performed some of his poetry at the event.
Casey is a writer, poet, spoken word performer, rapper and secondary school senior leader with a Masters in Education; through the different strands of his work, he aims to pull together his passion for the development of people and academia. He provides social commentary and analysis through his poetry, lyrics and articles.

Claire Fairburn, Assistant Principal and lead teacher of English at The Edge said, “The creation of a library is a huge marker for us as we serve some very special children whom for various reasons, education in previous settings has not worked. This term, thus far, we have received 20 new students who have come to us with very low levels of literacy; 50% of our current students have come to us with a reading age of under ten. Last year our students improved their reading ages by two years on average and we believe the opening of the library will allow us to have greater impact still”.
Andrew Wakefield, Principal added, “I am very proud of our team of students and staff who have all worked hard to transform the fortunes of the school over the last year. Our ambition is to become the best alternative provision school in Birmingham and the opening of this library is an important step in the next stage of our improvement journey. It was a pleasure to welcome Casey to The Edge tonight and we thank him for his support, performance and book donations/ dedications”.
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